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1. Testing isan important but highly controversia activity. Many
problems encountered in the use of tests come from
misunderstandings about or misuse of psychological tests. For
example, some people regard test scores as precise measures,
assuming that a person with an 1Q score of 125 will always perform
better than a person with an |Q score of 120. When their predictionis
not supported, these critics charge that tests are inaccurate measures
that create misleading pictures of individual differences. Unfortunately,
these critics have missed an important point about test scores. Tests
are not precise measures of characteristics and should never be used as
precise measures. Remember that atest is a simple of behavior and as
such can only estimate the nature and level of psychological attributes.
In addition, performance on tests can be affected by variables such as
test-taker attitude and testing conditions. Test scores generate the most
accurate predictions when converted to ranges within which we
believe the person’sreal characteristics fall. Viewing test scores as
precise measures |eads to misinterpretation of both individual test
scores and the differences between test scores. That fact that tests are
not perfect measures leads psychol ogists themselves to caution that
test scores should never be the only factor used to make predictions or
decisions about people. (13 )




2. Vygotsky’s explanation of the dynamics of ontogenesis rests on the
assumption that the natural line of development may operatein
relative isolation in early childhood but is soon integrated with the
cultural linein aprocess of “emergent interactionism”. (12 )

3. Asthe Internet becomes part of everyday existence and as exploiting it
no longer seems to be the key to earning zillions, it is starting to be
taken for granted. It isin danger of being ignored as boring just as the
telephone was ignored for half a century even while it enhanced the
ability of people to work and find community with others over long
distances. Ignoring the Internet is as huge a mistake as seeing it as a
savior. It isthe boringness and routineness that makes the I nternet
important because this means that it is being pervasively incorporated
into people slives. It istime for more differentiated analyses of the
Internet that take into account how it has increasingly become
embedded in everyday life. (12 )

4. Itisacommon experience that after prolonged preoccupation with an
intellectual topic, the mind ceases to function readily. It apparently has
got into arut; the “wheels go around” in the head, but they do not turn
out any fresh grist. New suggestions cease to occur. Themind is, as
the apt expression goes, “fed up.” This condition isawarning to turn,
as far as conscious attention and reflection are concerned, to
something else. Then after the mind has ceased to be intent on the
problem, and consciousness has relaxed its strain, a period of
incubation setsin. Material rearranges itself; facts and principlesfall
into place; what was confused becomes bright and clear; the mixed-up
becomes orderly, often to such an extent that the problem is essentially
solved. Many persons having a complicated practical question to
decidefind it advisable to sleep on the matter. Often they awake in the
morning to find that, while they were dleeping, things have
wonderfully straightened themselves out. A subtle process of
incubation has resulted in hatching a decision and a plan. But this
bringing forth of inventions, solutions, and discoveries rarely occurs
except to amind that has previously steeped itself consciously in
material relating to its question, has turned matters off and over,
weighed pros and cons. Incubation, in short, is one phase of a
rhythmic process. (13 )



